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EDITORIAL 

THE WORK OF THE WAR HISTORY COMMISSION 

"New occasions teach new duties 
Time makes ancient good uncouth 
They must onward still and upward 
Who would keep abreast of truth." 

Thus sang America's poet a generation or two ago. To 
make a present application of his words, the truth which he 
preserved in song is of vital significance to the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin in this period of world upheaval. The 
war which began with a royal assassination in far-away Serbia 
in the summer of 1914 has presented the Historical Society 
many new opportunities to perform useful service for the 
people of Wisconsin, by whom it has been entrusted with the 
task of safeguarding their historical interests. From the 
very first every possible effort was made to collect war mater- 
ials for the library and the museum. When the United 
States entered the war, however, it was seen that extraordi- 
nary measures must be adopted. Accordingly the cooperation 
of the State Council of Defense was sought, with the result 
that Chairman Swenson created the Wisconsin War History 
Commission, a committee of the Council charged with the 
duty of bringing about the collection for permanent preser- 
vation of the records pertaining to Wisconsin's share in the 
war. The Superintendent of the Historical Society is the 
chairman of the War History Commission, and the other 
members are William W. Bartlett, of Eau Claire, Carl Rus- 
sell Fish, of Madison, J. H. A. Lacher, of Waukesha, W. N. 
Parker, of Madison, A. H. Sanford, of La Crosse, and Cap- 
tain H. A. Whipple, of Waterloo. No funds were appro- 
priated for the Committee, but this lack was supplied by the 
State Historical Society, which placed at the Committee's 
disposal the resources of its organization. 
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It was very early decided by the Commission that instead 
of seeking to build up a single central collection at Madison it 
would bend its energies to procuring the upbuilding of county 
war history collections in each of the counties of the state. Un- 
der the capable and enthusiastic direction of Dr. J. W. Oliver, 
whose services were loaned by the Historical Society for the 
purpose, county war history committees were organized dur- 
ing the spring and summer in all but four or five counties of 
the state. The ideal held before these committees by the 
State Commission is the collection of all the records of the 
county's war activities. The foundation of the collection is 
to be a complete card index of all the sons (and daughters) 
of the county who enter upon military or other war service. 
To this end a comprehensive war service card was devised by 
the State Commission, in consultation with the Adjutant 
General's office. Whenever possible to do so, a photograph 
of the subject of the service card record will also be procured 
and filed for preservation. From this card index as a nucleus 
the collection is expected to spread to include files of all coun- 
ty newspapers, records of war loan, Red Cross, war garden, 
and all other organized local war activities, photographs of 
patriotic demonstrations, leave-takings of men called to ser- 
vice, and all other organized demonstrations of whatever char- 
acter, letters written home by men in the service — in a word 
everything which can be made to serve as a matter of record 
concerning the county's war activities. Appropriate quar- 
ters for the collection are found either in the courthouse or in 
some centrally located public library, and the money needed 
for filing cases, printing, and other expenses is commonly 
provided by the county council of defense. The fullest pos- 
sible degree of cooperation of editors, librarians, teachers, 
and other community workers and leaders is invited. 

Such, briefly sketched, is the plan of operation put under 
way for the county war history collections. Its successful 
execution calls for the public spirited cooperation of hundreds 
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of individuals, none of whom (with the exception of a paid 
secretary in Milwaukee County) receive a penny of pay. In 
particular, through the cooperation of the State Department 
of Education the organized efforts of the tens of thousands of 
children in the common schools of the state is put at the dis- 
posal of the war history committees. In the nature of things 
the organization will not function ideally in every locality or 
in every respect. Enough has already been done, however, 
to reveal that in certain counties admirable work is being done, 
while a plan of procedure has been worked out which enables 
all counties to do as well, if they will, as the ideal adopted by 
the State Commission contemplates they shall do. 

A WISCONSIN WAR MUSEUM 
Thus a great work has been put under way at an expendi- 
ture of considerable energy but of an insignificant sum of 
money. The State Commission feels that, due allowance be- 
ing made for the conditions under which all unpaid work must 
be conducted, the domestic records of our participation in the 
greatest war of world history are in a fair way to be compre- 
hensively preserved; and it is confident that no such drive for 
historical records has ever before been made in Wisconsin — 
perhaps in any other state of the Union. One important as- 
pect of the task committed to it by the State Council, however, 
still awaits execution. The Committee believes that, just as 
the materials for the county collections are being contempo- 
raneously gathered, so the state should gather from the battle- 
fields of Europe, and wherever else they are to be found, the 
materials for a great war museum at Madison. To the ex- 
tent of its opportunities the Historical Society has been col- 
lecting these things since the beginning of the European war, 
but to do so on any adequate or comprehensive scale is beyond 
its resources. Only by sending a competent agent across the 
water, armed with funds and with the necessary authority 
from the federal government to visit the several military 



